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1 Gandhism is the sum of Mahatma Gandhi's ideas abo
: ¥ . : i ut politics, economy, freedom, d

Y end I"'-";": ::f;‘u:"t::l;:i behej: about Afrimsn. Satyagraha, Swaraj, Sarovodaya, Self sq[/'icl:::ocl’ir;'l?, “1‘\"’,0"10’
E( Swate. G"m”".m, ,“-,;:. o:,' an r::lemanonal Society have solutions to most of the troubles Immam‘lg ';3 ‘”’_9"-
C day. Ryl ,; mfo:,’;' d) d':*: .on lw.o levels primarily it transforms individuals ultimately these {ndi;::’!:':z

‘ collectively nge in society. It would be great mistake to limit Gandhism as guiding principles of

Indian freedom struggle; its morality, ethi i ; ;
| e e andf.;;'d :}l: ’::Z' l.;f’l;i;ual;'wllms the potential to make the world a better place.
. = o o Land, windth aoid et y the 1960s, we expected a peaceful world without cut-throat
R Cdnpeaﬂld Feas b i r erence of supe.r powers in international affairs. But the cold war between the so
; oo e gy gt:nfs. neoc?lomal mechanisms of Eurocentric forces fanned several wars that
: R it 8s on human being. One of the best examples of such wars that could have been
g sl ”“”l:;”e . :;’r'f"e;e:;; b:::: :n gandhl;n ideals is the Nigerian civil war-also known as Biafran war. It is
r_ ' een the predicament of humanity in the holocaust of the Biafran war of 1967-
1970.and today's Corona virus hit world. This study is based on close readi j
Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun and Chukeuemeka Ike’s Sunset at Daw:a‘:';:c;f;f: aBn’:‘:;j:;ntln’:, a;;to}egi ’iki
representations of the war tragedy and the media reports and experiences of Corona pandemic. With tools :)f ;M
reading and explication this paper attempts to draw attention to the parallels between human suffering un;i:

breakdown and lockdown in the light of Gandhism.
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Introduction:

Since times immort
identified two major threats to its survival i.e. ‘War® and
wanderings to formation of groups, communities, societies, kingdoms, states,

In quest of power these nation’ states developed means of communication,
technology. The greed for more land and resources to cater to the needs of these progressive nati

human history with records of barbarisms of all kinds i.e. deceit, murders, massacre, invasions an
nations went on advancing armaments to protect the country, to stand to others as a force and to colo

undeveloped nations.

al human societies have endeavoured for better life perspectives. In general, humanity has
"Disease’. Man has progressed through the stages of savage
and nations by tackling these two threats.
production, commerce, science and
on states has filled
d wars. Developed
pise and usurp the

fforts of nation states for the welfare of mankind. Gandhism
f Non violence has some
dhi's ideas about politics, economy,
a, Swaraj, Sarovoday3a (welfare
have solutions t0 most of
it means ‘Swaraj can

refers to Mohandas

des all e

World needs a political philosophy that gui
to near perfection. Gandhi the promoter o

Possesses this potential if his idealism is practiced
different explanations for arms and armament. Gandhism is the sum of Mahatma Gan
freedom, democracy, authority and justice. His ideas and beliefs about Ahimsa, Satyagrah
of all), Self sufficient Village, Nation, State, War, Industrialization, and International Society
the troubles humanity is facing today. Swaraj is most thought provoking concept of Gandhi literally
Mean generally self-governance or “home-rule” (swa- "self, rai- “rule") but the word usually

dhi’s concept for Indian independence from foreign domination."'
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independence in 1947 several Asian and African colonies got the status of independent nation

|

Jo[,ll'“'
ghabd ndian . "
' {onies the British diplomats have taken care of continuation of calonial exploits from the

ing the €O

g DU

‘:t.lnmc\ Nigeria :1 od it as Nigerin. The social mould of the country comprised of more than 300 minor tribes and

. e the illiterate, feudal Hausa of the north, the educated, democratic and ambitious Igho are a
and the wealthy, commercial Yoruba in the south-west. The British joined the two
ch & WY that the north will have a deciding majority in the parliament of the newly independent
ned so. In this way colonialism perpetuated. *The question of whether the 1914 amalgamation was
g should not be an issue for debate. Rather, it ‘is better 1o muse that since the forces of history have
i nationalities into one ?olilicnl entity, Nigeria should build on those pre-colonial antecedents of inter-
at make for true nation”. But Nigeria failed to build on its pre-colonial inter group relations. After the
ausa prime minister started leading the country. The Igho expected the victory of their learned leaders

e for independence were hurt by the actual results.

an

mﬂ i i
e aor hnic groups |
rec ™ he outh-cast.

i c.\"\B » y
r pefore ‘_ ot independent in 1960. 1t is one of the major African countries. The British amalgamated the (wo

0 18 m u
and it happe

st cloction the H .
f::o have contributed in the strugg

r the time being concealed their bitterness and maintained a happy appearance and
- re unhappy with the British for hurriedly introducing democracy to the feudal

minded and illiterate people without much exposure and enlightenment. The Yoruba had spent great wealth. party funds
and personal in the clections. Still, they were surprised by the results of the manipulated elections as some Hausa
candidates got more votes than the total number of voters. They knew that it will not-be possible for them to oppose the
British supported prime minister; it will incur enmity with forces larger than their grasp. Many suspected from:the
inception of the government that it will not run smooth for long. In addition to all this uncase, the corruption that started
with the elections went on mounting. Contracts were mostly signed with British companies: the ministers seldom signed
them without fixing their percentage. All the expectations of the common man were shaken. This new Nigerian

vernment neither exhibited qualities of European nation states nor did it fulfill Gandhi’s expectations from state
machinery. ‘1 look upon an increase in the power of the state with the greatest-fear-because although while apparently
doing good by minimizing exploitation, it does the greatest harm to mankind by destroying individuality which lies at the
root of all progress."® Such an immature political orientation of a country makes it susceptible to outside forces.

The Igbo leadership. fo
nicipated in the govenment. They we

' For Gandhi the nation state i; not simply one concept but combination of two. Nation comprises of all its
citizens: individuals with potentiality and creativity. While the State is a super imposed machinery “Gandhi, therefore,
wants 1o make sure that social potentiality of nation-hood should not be eclipsed by an overwhelming concern of the state
10 ensure conformity of the people to its political and military prescriptions. Gandhi never wants the state to stifle the
creativity of the people as a so-called controller of the destiny of a nation.” In Nigeria many sought the new federal
government as a super imposed system put by the British govemor hastily in unworthy hands. The only party claiming to
be a national party NCNC, the Igbo intellectuals were reduced choice less by the communal masterstroke of the divide
and rule policy of heir ex masters. The great expectations of the intellectuals about free Nigeria were threshed under

coercive power.

The peace of the first republic was disturbed by the power struggle among the Yoruba. The leader of their party
gave charge of the region to his lifelong friend as he was moving to the central politics to contest the elections of the
republic as a prime ministerial candidate. Leaving his place as the leader of opposition in the centre, he came back to
hold the regional body. The clash between the two leaders resulted in mass killings by both sides. The friend seized the
leadership of the party. The changed leadership changed the equation in the second election of the republic; he joined
hands w?th the Hausa. This was unexpected for the Igbo; the most cligible party have to sit in the opposition for the
:Cl?:yd time. It was not only the result of communal and corrupt politics of the Nigerians but the success of the British

stand uniE: colonial power politics of the Britfsh masters, their political allies and failure of the Nigerian pfople to
from the so, 1o tackle the issue of self determination, good governance were the major reasons behind this war. Six staics
The N ,"‘h cast S.eceded from the Nigerian federation and declared themselves as independent nation named Biafra.

"¢ Nigerian federation backed by British, America and most of the African Union secluded the seceded Biafra. Soon

Biaf)
fa was blockaded but the new born Biafra did not pay heed to such actions.
farmers mostly women started

g lads took arms in
tion and a full

Pl’oducian; militar.y officials, intellectuals and elites took charge of the country,
confo,mify :,od' sc_lemisu engaged in advancing weapons, and most of the adults and youn
the Biafran cause. Britain, France, Russia, etc directly or indirectly supported Nigerian federa
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fledged war begul The war nsted nlmost (hree years claiming npproxl(u]nuu,ly two million lives an e " S
of civi inl commoditics on service i

due to brenkdown of civil order and supply of essential siundlcomicairem s'awmion‘ 'cﬁc‘dsi: /

in the refugee camps. 4 dis%
The Binfran War is onc of the most |1uh|iciscd w‘nrs. several novels, poems, diaries, memoirs refl, 1.
Sun (2006) is nmong  one of the best fictional representayi CLonh, lr

ions gf

alf of a Yellow
ded into four parts. The novel is divided iy ¢ Ofthe , 4 o
0

llow Sun arc divi
is and the Inter sixtics. In the carly sixti E ur

A ' e y sixties the protagonists Qgep: , * 0 »
wdant of Odenigbo, (he twin sisters Olanna and Kainene CNighy |
ly independent country. Odenigbo engaged with Olan'n"a"d Richarg ’
the various political issues. Ugwu lhaend hirou b

’ unedm
leg |

The novel like Adichie's H
The 37 chapters of Malf of a V¢

f the two periods The corly six!
ka, Ugwu the adolescent atter

rescarcher on Igbo art lead o happy life in new
and drawing room discussions on

sudies, work, cating and drinking,
Mo as a true teacher gives him opportunity to learn. Ugwu with a bj
it of l“min

village lad aspires 10 be like his master W
had great hopes for future. Everything was going well until the war crupted in the late sixties. In the begi
: ginning B;
afry

fought like good warriors but as time passed situation went beyond their powers.

tragedy.
juxtaposition ©
profesoor in Nasu

In the late sixtics, wi : :
Py o:_ r::s. \‘vuh cons.cqucm sctbacks in the war, Biafrans have to evacuate their cities and find
o i as:ka‘.( Odenigbo moves 10 his native village. To be safe from bombings Odenigb norefug, n
n the bunker that was dug for the pu Fri 0, Olana
dreamed happenin p purpose. Frightened by a near escape from bombi oy
g something unpleasant with baby. This i ombing Olana
ot e i uader B aby. This is the effect of war trauma. But the bab ad 3
y control; she has to take bab : i y coughs and Olana
Tthe ek poli, whate aby to hospital. But it was not that much easy in such ci el
and they said sorry and di dan‘:;l:g;:::‘: :l:unk lay :clross the road, she told the civil defenders thmy her clfi?dc:::mnmn
Womieni were sitting wi > ¢ car and her handbag. The dim hospital corri : very sic
: g with their babies on thei ‘ pital corridor smelt of urine and penicil
crying."®In thesc inhuman conditi eir laps, standing with their babies on their hi P
condition even the intell . . eir hips, and chatter mixed wi
poor and refugees was disgusti intellectuals and elites like this couple h i i
. gusting. They hoped th ple has to live. The conditi
Biafrans were hurt b y hoped that the world would s P . ition of the
: y the ympathise with them,
A way the world secluded them and backed Nigeria : m, but it no.t happened so. The
m. gerian federation. The resonating voi R
g ice on Radio

- - e—
~ W N W

‘These Afric
an states have fall
en sae
recommendations s a I’relex{for ap;cy fo the British-American imperialist conspiracy !
assive arms support for their puppet and lol:erin; : usc" eap
neo-colonialist regime in

Nigeria™".

Olanna and Kainene did
: not pay heed to their ri g
course in the tense situation of th iving wi o o e
war she spent her money to prov‘i:d\:"r-‘.l'lwng W_“h Richard Kainene worked for th: ‘:!: af.ifoad e sy
never retuned back. ‘A day passed r; ief material to the refugees. One day she left hP""’ed P=°Pl‘°- e
winds, the refugees tilling dried soi « then a second day. Everything remained skl g
i e o o R ined the same, the dryness in the air, the dusty
¢ atrocitics of war fi : '

o or three long years on the basis of such spirit of nationalism d

ionalism displayed by millions

Adichie has narrated what she re:

relatives. Throu owu's i A0 ficow e prederadoots

Western world aﬁ: ;i‘l,swl:rswlal::ot:': I;efb%k entitled The World w:shg?ll‘:n: b\:'l:: iy i:rom e g i

reads ‘He writes about the world (ha;‘a ran.stand ) to why they stuck to their pos't'en W? Died e clcon L

The arms and advice that Britain gave ;:',na".lcd silent while Biafrans died. He a i fhe dissaler. Ugwu‘f '

ok ot sl 1 s, B o |gcrfa.shaped other countries. In the Un-';g:es that Br.nain inspired this sl_leljcf

planes o Niseria...Communisl' Chinz :l e minister quipped, *where is Biafra?' 3l':\ e Sk S ?mams

Biafra. The French sold Biafra some af':ounced .lhe Anglo-American-Soviet .im ! S?Vlel Ul s -

African countries feared that an inde $ b‘{l did not give the recognition th Peflahsm e -"“Ppon_
pendent Biafra would trigger other sccessiom Bl?lﬁa srcloccets =y

ns and so supported Nigeria."

This silence of the wo
rld at the i
suffering at the troubles of others is surprising. Th becom®®
g. This insensitivity has

Ls ure.

Corona:

Spare all the ar
guments about th
¢ causes of the wars like the Biafran war i.c. from the thi 1d point of view
.. from the third world PO cecn

it resulted from political i
political interventi i
ention of Eurocentric powers, to the Europ h
ean they are nothing han W
g more than

Vo
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is clear that ;
ibes. er one thing i qum\ml'y suffered dire effects of these war ISSN NO ;g
We can't disown these sufTerings as they did not happen on our land, We |lnv:; n:ul the warld wae silent hc 72318
10 brenk this gjje when they g;
Ice, led,

This breakdown of civil arder in war situntions can e com
Corond pandemic. All the progressive and backward nations int ¢
invisibly hitting. Now we cc'm‘.\ di59wn the sufTerings. To nn extent this pundemic |
that engendered wnf: materialism, imperialism, copitalism, and globalization, | lIc . "ls? e Oltsring of te “
hat Corona pandemic has become so fatal due to globalization, 1t Is not o (le'm org TP on e ":nc e
ihat Lockdowns are for preventing the spread of Corona. Though they are not &‘:L‘;rtyorlhrnsing; Yoot 'm"u:::::
ollapse

Biafra. the eﬂ'cct.ls. same for mo'sl of the world's population, This is an altempl to sty of civil systems like that of
have the same origin and Gandhism is the perfect remedy for both ess the fact (ha buth the siluatig )
‘ ns

pared o the lockdow

NS wo
world have hecome tdwide ¢,

N the fa

e

the Brounds whee Con ;
ona

Though globalization is not altogether a negative phenomenon as imperial;
disadvantages that come to the front emphatically in the current Corona pan dcm?cné"sm a
industrialization have bearing upon the troubles of globalization that we are :f .nndhl
indust.ria!iuti.on. paniFularl)' more rigorously in case of Indian economy. He opmse:‘c;:ﬁ today :
c.\'plom_m(.m. !t centralizes wealth, promotes unemployment and creates the division of ‘ha:“f'alml'w" as it is based on
Industrialization he suggested to create self-sufficient villages. He preferred the spiritual :isnca'n:l have nots. Insiead of
high thmkmg' over *western materialism' that engenders greed for excessive consu.“pﬁo“"m‘d ;Ple :f simple li\fing and
mass pr.oducum:n. ‘.To Gandbhi, all wars in future would be the result of economic cxploitatiou 'lTr:al compcu'zim, e
economic exploitation and violence is to pursue with all efforts the policy of decentralization th ok ed m?"do'e o
largely self-sufficient village communities.”'® Industrialization causes imbalance of dechOPmc:: “:::l; ‘:egtamwio:or

' ween urban

and rural, owner and labour etc. The high population zones it ¢ i
. reates i
Corona. e give way to war like situation in disasters like

nd' war, it has its own
5 Views on ¢conomy and
day. Gandhi was against

Today, the world is at War against the deadly Corona virus Covid 19 which has spread in more th
countries of the world. This virus is marching its death toll in the entire first, second and third world counten' a'; :180
affected the share markets across the globe and brought even the world power like USA on to knees. Is Covidelsé i: t:s
indicator of failure of globalised world order? Or an attempted biological war? Only time will answer these questions an:
guide the world forward. As it is a current issue some news reports recording its physical, social, economical, political
repercussions are taken into consideration. )

First Covid-19 case happened in November, China government records show — report
(The Guardian) March 13,2020

The first case of someone suffering from Covid-19 can be traced back to 17 November, according to media
reports on unpublished Chinese government data.

The report, in the South China Moming Post, said Chinese authorities had identified at least 266 people who
contracted the virus last year and who came under medical surveillance, and the earliest case was 17 November - weeks
before authorities announced the emergence of the new virus. The Chinese government was widely criticised over
attempts to cover up the outbreak in the early weeks, including crackdowns on doctors who tried to warn colleagues
about a new Sars-like virus which was emerging in the city of Wuhan in Hubei province. The data obtained by the Post.
which the Guardian has not been able to verify, said a 55-year-old from Hubei province could have been the first person
to contract Covid-19. For about one month after that date there were one to five new cases reported “df day, the report
said, and by 20 December there were 60 confirmed cases. The virus, which is now a pandcmi.c, has mfccle;l:t lct::
128,343 people across the world and killed 4,702. Of those who have contracted the virus since it began, 68,324 peop

have recovered."*

Observation: What this news at the carliest stage when it was not my problem implied?

I.  Asin the case of Biafra, we disown the trouble. China is being criticized. . 1d was silent.
I. No serious attempt on the part of organizations like W.H.O. to find solutions is initiated. The wor

I11. Beginning of the blame game between America and China the two hotspots of the world:
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Coronavirus lockdowns: 24 hours of confusion around the world

.Jls.
(CNN) March 17,2020 .

Tens of millions of people around the world have suddenly found lhcmlsclvcs t:t:'d'cr Varioyg lorm, of )

: ; ictions r the past 24 hours, ¢

as govermments scrambled to impose new Corona virus related restrictions ove p rs k,,%

But with different governments taking different appronches, many people have been len Confuseq, "'chn.
shut in one country, is it really safe to send children into class in another? Why are rc’slnu.run.ls shut by shops . l»h "
Why are some countries advising against non-cssential travel while others are banning it? The extent of the ey
pantly depends on the severity of the epidemic in each country. The British government, for exam

. Me
" eXample, justifeq . ey
reluctance to impose restrictions by saying the country was behind the rest of the Europe in terms of the o Wiy

virus. The stark differences are most noticeable in Europe, where some countries, including Spain 5

oru,!
5 iniside and.th : nd "aly hay
'mpased shutting down all but essential services, ordering people to stay inside and t reatening those why, ignore
restrictions with fines." >
Observation:
L Lockdowns worldwide,

restrictions imposed except essential services
. Ambivalence.

Desperate to £0 home,
(CNN) March 28, 2029

New Delhi (CNN) Thousands of migrant workers are attempting to leave India's major cities after
lockdown designed to

: i irus left them without jobs or pay. The
migration may underm; i

Indian migrant workers face tough choice amid world's largest lockdowp

a gOchnkm

Corona war erupts as Germany,
(TNN ) April 4, 2020

WASHINGTON: Germany and Canada are among countries that are accusing the United States of virtually
hijacking much-coveted medical material that are in short supply in the global war on the corona virus, aggravating
Washington's already testy ties with some of its major allies. In what appeared to be an unprecedented international heist
the Trump White House reportedly authorized a “diversion” 1o US from Bangkok airport of a flight carrying 200,000
N95 face masks bound for Germany, causing Berlin to 80 apoplectic and accuse Washington of “modem piracy.” Th¢
masks were manufactured in China by the US company 3M which been contracted by Berlin for the consignment mctl:
for its police. 3M has been under fire from Trump, purportedly for its extra-territorial loyalties in time of crisis, althou8
like with many US companies, manufacturing in China for the international market is part of its global supply chain

- . . . 'o
norm. But the Trump administration, which famously proclaimed a “America First" policy, is now pulling out all stops
secure medical supplies after it has been brutally exposed for its lax initi

Canada accuse US of hijacking supplies

erge of a breakthrough in developing a coro™
between the two countries "We view this 88 T
0 wild west methods. | am urging the loer.m"l‘m.
Andreas Geisel, the interior minister for Berlin $

act ©
vaccine, the incident has sourced an already tetchy relationship

modern piracy. Even in times of global crisis there should be n
government to demand the USA., respect international rules,”

the local media.
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Other countries, including Canada and Brazi| hqy,
cases usurping contractually obligated supplies for itself, a
obscwation:

ISSN NO . 2347-315)

idding them, and
ies.!’

¢ also complained that the US is guh

nd i .
wamed it does oy augur well for o

1 America in desperation breaks conditions of trade. Borro
piological war.
. Germany, Canada, Brazil accuse America of usurpation,

ws S i “hi
amenities from China. Earlier it was blamed of

Several other reports worldwide note the irresponsible behavio
essential goods, abuse of s.ocml mcc!iu. fon co-operation of some private practitioners, inh itions in reli
camps show the loopholes in the societics.. One thing surely comes ou through these re' nsu:fa:: COndllu.ms )
pature is the supreme power. Even those boasting to be the gods on carth do not have su:',!(':ciem am(:: nta hf' !"world e
systems like ventilators, not even ordinary equipments like personal prolective aprons, masks etc. [t :ozld ';c e
better to produce these basic amenities in abundance than making the : ; e

‘ ‘ world a factory of arms and squanderin wealth
arms. What all this tumns out is the matter of future. A more sensible response is required from the w?)rld. ; =

r of civilians nof abiding by the law, inflation of

Conclusion:

To conclude, 1 note the similarities 1 found between Biafra and Corona i.e. both stem from the unending cycle
of desire for power and greed for excessive consumption and production. Biafra killings find their equal in Corona
deaths: both are painful. Relief camps in Corona are the microcosm of refugee camps in Biafra. Biafra and Corona alike
showcase examples of both selfishness and sacrifice. In those who are ready for sacrifice rests the hope of survival of
humanity After considering the case of Biafra and these reports in the light of Gandhism it becomes clear that we have
learned nothing from our mistakes. The tendency of disowning the pains of others, selfishness displayed on face of a
natural calamity like this viral pandemic, would lead us to doom. Such a behaviour at the peak point of human
development raises questions over entire humanity. Leave Biafra behind as a matter of past and a political stratagem, but
Corona is current and different don’t politicize it. It is not a situation to find opportunity for political supremacy but to
join hands to combat the disaster. Gandhism has the potential to lift us to a higher level of intemnational society.
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